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A new species of the genus Deudorix (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae) from the 
Moluccas, Indonesia 
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Abstract A distinctive new species belonging to the genus Deudorix was described from Morotai 
Island, the Moluccas. 
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Deudorix detanii sp. nov. (Figs 1-3) 


d. Eyes hirsute, blackish with white surroundings. Antennae black; club cylindrical and 
gradually swollen. Labial palpi creamy-white with a black apical segment. Thorax and ab- 
domen blackish dorsally, creamy-white ventrally. 


Forewing triangular in shape; costal margin almost straight with apex rounded, more or less 
arched near base; outer margin weakly curved; inner margin almost straight. Length of 
forewing 21 mm. Hindwing oval in shape with slender tail at vein 2; costal margin arched 
on basal one-third, weakly curved on distal two-thirds; outer margin round, slightly dentate 
at end of veins 3 and 4; tornal lobe small; inner margin weakly arched. Length of tail 5.5 
mm. 


Upperside. Forewing brilliant deep cobalt blue in ground colour; basal 1/4 blackish brown ; 
costal and outer margins blackish dark brown, dilated apically. Hindwing as forewing in 
ground colour; basal one-third blackish brown; costal and outer margin blackish dark 
brown; inner margin broadly blackish brown; tornal lobe blackish brown with faint grey 
scales; tail slender and black, tipped with white. 


Underside. Forewing creamy-white in ground colour; blackish brown border broad, dilated 
toward apex, and extending along distal one-fourth of inner margin; creamy-white submar- 


Figs 1-2. Deudorix detanii sp.nov. 1. 3, holotype. 2. Ditto, underside. 
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Fig. 3. Male genitalia of Deudorix detanii sp. nov., holotype. a: Lateral aspect of ring and left hand 
valva. b: Dorsal aspect of dorsum c: Ventral aspect of valvae. d: Lateral aspect of phallus. 
e: Dorsal aspect of suprazonal portion of phallus. Scale: 0.5 mm. 


ginal lunules and marginal line from tornus to apex, becoming weak apically; slightly grey 
tinged at basal one-third of space 1b. Hindwing as forewing in ground colour; blackish 
brown border broad, tapered toward apex; creamy-white submarginal lunules and marginal 
line from tornus to space 6; tornal lobe blackish brown. 


Genitalia (Fig. 3). The sinus of the uncus shallow and broadly U-shaped, with a broad con- 
vex section at its base. The aedeagus lacking large spines and bearing a prominent patch of 
distal spicules in the vesica. The lateral cornutal blades extremely vestigial. The valvae 
basally fused over half their length and the juxta absent. The apices of the valvae somewhat 
rounded distally, but slightly flared and almost parallel, with an outer triangular blade be- 
fore tip. 


Holotype. 4, Morotai Island, North Moluccas, Indonesia, April 2006. The type specimen 
is now preserved in the author’s collection, and will be deposited in Osaka Museum of 
Natural History. 


The new species was named after Mr Hiromi Detani, Bali, Indonesia, who kindly provided 
this material. 


Remarks. Parsons (1999) divided New Guinean Deudorix into two natural groups, i. e. the 
epijarbas species group and the epirus species group. The latter is characterized by a white 
or creamy-white underside marked with bold dark brown bands and contains four species. 
Deudorix epirus (C. Felder, 1860) is widely distributed from the Moluccas to the northern- 
most part of Australia through New Guinea and its various outlying islands. The other three 
species show more restricted distributions, i. e. D. ceramensis Ribbe, 1900 inhabits Ambom 
and Seram, maudei Joicey & Talbot, 1916 is endemic to Biak Island in Irian Jaya and nie- 
pelti Joicey & Talbot, 1912 is distributed in New Britain and New Ireland. 
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The present new species belongs to the epirus species group in having a creamy-white un- 
derside but is very distinctive in lacking median banding. Parsons (1999) mentioned an un- 
described species of this group from Snow Mountain of Irian Jaya, and it seems similar to 
this new species, but the two are considered as separate species because of their geographi- 
cally remote localities. 
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ii E 


ENVY ARE TOY Y & Deudorix BD 1 Hr (KARZ) 
EVV ARMBEOSA BLOB DON ERGE OY LY 2B 1 HB, Deudorix detanii % AR L 7z. 


Parsons (1999) (ił 7—2 b 3Y FEKO Deudorix *% epijarbas $ & epirus FEI 27 TWA. HEIL FLA 
BOR MIC BREATATS OL ERLE L, KRD A epirus t PY EY, XF AREO cera- 
mensis, € 7 2 FERED maudei, 22 = + T) FY, 5a- TANVI Y FREDO niepelti D 4E L 0 HER 
NUTUS. 


AS ISFLA BOR k V epirus ELET AD, HRR ER AT DO THRCHA. AEA 
IVF- Sx, AS =- ZIY T YEO RARE IC OVT Parsons (1999) 4ER LTE V, ER 
Rint ET ADS, WIC ADO THENTA Z kromanon noL DNA. 
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